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Design is key for the circular economy
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Everything around us has been designed: from the clothes we wear to the buildings we live and work in,
to systems that deliver food and mobility.

When designing, important decisions are made that affect production, use, and what happens after use.

Today most things have been designed for a linear model. In industries such as fashion and plastics
packaging, products and systems are designed such that >80% of material flows are destined for landfill,
incineration or even leakage into natural environments.

Designing for the circular economy can unlock safer or improved products and services, better
relationships with customers, and resource and energy savings that benefit the bottom line. It’s through
design that we can address the cause of today’s economic, social, and environmental challenges, rather
than just treating the symptoms.



https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/circular-economy/what-is-the-circular-economy

Our ambition: to make designing for the circular

Dl economy the new normal by 2025
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We estimate that designers and creators represent 5% of the global workforce, and they will play a crucial
role in designing the world we live in by 2025

This includes anyone who designs products, services and systems, such as product/service designers,
digital system designers, architects, urban planners, design-led business innovators, start-ups,
policymakers & business leaders.

Our ambition is to empower this 5%, and make designing for the circular economy the new normal by
2025

Designing for a circular economy is one of the biggest creative challenges of our time. We need a new
approach and an orchestrated global programme to support designers and creators. Along with our
partners and extended network of brands, startups, governments, academics, and thought-leaders, the
Ellen MacArthur Foundation aims to:

1. Reach 80 million designers and creators
2. Engage 20 million designers and creators
3. Demonstrate thousands of circular solutions



https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-story/partners
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities
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DISCOVER THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY

Explore our learning hub to learn more about the vision for a circular economy

X WHAT IS THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY? CIRCULAR DESIGN FASHION AND THE CIRCULAR
Learn about the three principles that are Examine the role of design in creating a ECONOMY
the foundation of the circular economy circular economy, the four-stage circular Explore the vision for a fashion industry
D concept and some of the benefits of design process and six strategies for built on the principles of the circular
shifting away from the current, linear, designing circular products and services. economy and the opportunities that exist
E G economy. to shift the current industry towards this
vision.


https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/explore/circular-design
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/explore/fashion-and-the-circular-economy
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/circular-economy/what-is-the-circular-economy
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/explore
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Reconnecting designers with materials
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View more talks from DIF, the Ellen MacArthur Foundation's interactive online event series that aims to
shift mindsets and inspire action towards a circular economy.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qG4Os4004wU&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qG4Os4004wU&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qG4Os4004wU&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qG4Os4004wU&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1itFgGB494M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smtd66MLAus&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uk3yRdmcr3A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGTihW_G4y7LKWTkmtXphVA
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Start practising

Circular design guide - methods and resources to help innovators create more

elegant, effective, creative solutions for the circular economy.

THE
CIRCULAR

DESIGN
GUIDE
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Now is the most

exhilarating time to be

an innovator.

Methods

We've lined up 3 number of activites to help you
understand, define, make, and release circular
Innovations. Dive In wherever makes most sense for
you and your team.

Don't worry abaut getting I allright on your first go.

The more you protatype and learn, the greater your
posiive impact on the systen.

UNDERSTAND UNDERSTAND.
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Regenerative Thinking Service Fiip

UNDERSTAND
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Understand Circular
Flows
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Insides Out Learn from Nature

Inspiration: Digltal
Systems

INTRO METHODS MINDSETS STORIES RESOURCES

WORKSHEETS ViDEOS

Workshops

USEFUL LINKS. CASE STUDIES GLOSSARY.

Circular Strategies

Are there different or better ways to meet user
needs by applying circular strategies?

In this workshop, you will redesign an everyday
product by reflecting on the functional and
‘emotional needs that it serves and using the
circular strategy cards to brainstorm new
Solutions that are better for people and planet.
Tips: Great for any audience.

Minimunm time: 1 hour

jorkshop Preser
A3 printable

> Download Al Assets

Circular Ventures

In 3 circular economy, the most interesting
opportunities may e between organisations.
Tapping into them will require a collaborative
approach. "How might we scale circularity by
leveraging the combined strengths and
weaknesses of our organisations?"

In this workshop, you will put on your
entrepreneurs hat to design a new circular joint
venture based on your group's shared
superpovers.

Tips: Works best with a diverse group coming
from different companies or organisations.

Minimum time: 2 hours

presentation, AS
A6 superpower cards

>> Download Al Assets


https://www.circulardesignguide.com/
https://www.circulardesignguide.com/
https://www.circulardesignguide.com/
https://www.circulardesignguide.com/
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Circular Economy in Cities - Urban systems offer circular designers an

abundance of redesign opportunities, especially in the way we make and use
buildings, mobility, and products.

For each of these systems, we’ve created factsheets that focus on a different

phase in the circular material cycle: Planning, Designing, Making, Accessing,
and Operating & Maintaining.

£



https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/circular-economy-in-cities/factsheets
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/circular-economy-in-cities/factsheets
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/circular-economy-in-cities/factsheets
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The Circular Design
Community is a network of
people who see design
differently and co-create the
circular economy based on
the Circular Design Guide

Join here



https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8585051/
https://tiny.cc/circulardesigners

Share your story
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#Circulardesigners on Instagram - Are you a designer, student or start-up
applying systems thinking and circular economy mindsets? We want to
showcase pioneers that are pushing the boundaries of circular design.

Here’s some suggested text for your post:

I’'m taking part in the #CircularDesigners campaign with
@ellenmacarthurfoundation. We are circular designers, and with our
example would like to inspire others and connect with like-minded
people to support designers applying circular economy principles.

° Topic:

° Challenge:
° Solution:

° Inspiration:

3 circular economy principles:

° Design out of waste and pollution:
° Keep materials in use:
° Regenerate natural systems:

I nominate @__ and @__ as the next circular designers. Will you share
your story?



https://www.instagram.com/p/ByHxM6yIi0i/
https://www.instagram.com/p/B00TWPJHtCL/
https://www.instagram.com/p/B0yJjLCnK0B/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/circulardesigners/?hl=en
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Other resources

open

Circular design challenges and insights

o]
TUDelft

Delft
University of
Technology

Circular Engineering Circular

Economy: An Design for a Economy for a

Introduction Circular Sustainable Built
Economy Environment

s yine et e 2 surssep 520


https://online-learning.tudelft.nl/courses/circular-economy-design-and-technology/
https://online-learning.tudelft.nl/courses/engineering-design-for-a-circular-economy/
https://online-learning.tudelft.nl/courses/circular-economy-for-a-sustainable-built-environment/
https://www.openideo.com/circular-economy

@ ® What next?
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This is just the beginning.
To keep up to date with the Ellen MacArthur Foundation’s Circular Design work,
join the Circular Design Community.

Get in touch
We’'d love to hear from you if you...
e Have ideas, expertise, or network that can help reach designers and
creators
e Want to provide feedback on this programme
e Just want to say hello



https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8585051/
mailto:design@emf.org
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https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/ce100
https://www.newplasticseconomy.org/
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/make-fashion-circular
https://www.thinkdif.co/
https://medium.com/circulatenews
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/publications/the-circular-economy-a-wealth-of-flows-2nd-edition
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/publications/a-new-dynamic-2
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/schools-colleges
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/universities
https://www.circulardesignguide.com/
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/food
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/food
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/food
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/explore
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/publications
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http://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org

