
BUILDING THE FUTURE

invitation to schools and research & creation institutes in art, design, architecture, performing arts and 
multiple writings to take part in the design of a ship for the Mediterranean Sea.  

VPLPdesign, Civic City, Atelier Marc Ferrand, Charlotte Cauwer, Marielle Macé, PEROU / May 2021. 


We declare that the gestures of the lifeguards as well as all the gestures of hospitality, care, benevolence, friendship, 
joy that are deployed on the path of migrants, are of a priceless beauty and significance. This is why we are 
conducting a request to UNESCO aiming to inscribe them on the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.


As part of this process, we are developing several projects aimed at supporting, amplifying and transmitting these 
gestures to future generations. Building a European fleet of vessels and making them available to organizations 
working in the Mediterranean Sea is one of the axes of this preservation plan. Today we gather an assembly of 
designers determined to build the first ship of this fleet. Its provisional name: NAVIRE AVENIR [VESSEL FUTURE]. 


In collaboration with operators and lifeguards, we have developed in recent months the first sketches of this ship. It 
has four characteristics: it is a pioneering tool for intervention at sea; it is a place designed for the reception and care 
of the survivors; it is a place of collective life shaping itself as a Mediterranean public place; and it is a laboratory 
offering the conditions on board for a research placement allowing the creation of nine more ships.


We need to complete the technical, financial and legal documents for the project in the spring of 2022 and thus 
answer the many questions that arise in order to give this ship the dimension of a common and civic endeavor. We 
therefore call to schools and research and creation institutes to take up, from September 2021 and for one semester, 
the creative challenges that arise today. To support actions, to equip places, to arrange spaces, and to facilitate 
interactions on board, multiple signs, environments and objects are necessary. It is to their design that we invite 
students and researchers from the world in order to share their work with lifeguards and survivors in March 2022 in 
Marseille, and then to launch the construction of this ship for the Mediterranean.


To take part in this program and clarify its content with us, please send us an email before the end of June 2021 to: 
contact@perou-paris.org. For more information: www.perou-paris.org. 


illustrations: sketches for a ship for the Mediterranean Sea, VPLPdesign, April 2021


mailto:contact@perou-paris.org
http://www.perou-paris.org


Watch over the horizon, fix, sweep, listen, watch for a sign, a signal. Finally identify, assess the size, the number, 
the urgency. Raise the alarm, mobilize, inform, share, decide, organize. Gear up, silently repeat the procedure, 
concentrate. Anticipate the welcome on board, make the space available, check the welcome kits, the showers, the 
soap, the unit, the instruments, the deck, the refuge. Prepare again. Launch a tender, the lightest, the fastest, check 
the equipment, the emergency kit, launch it. To launch a second, larger, with dozens of life jackets, to launch it. At 
high speed, maintain direction, fixate, concentrate. Approach, silently repeat the procedure one last time. 
Approach, enlighten, reassure, calm, assess. Scrupulously apply the procedure. Exchange a few clear, simple 
words, we are friends. Speak without a hitch, stick to procedures, always calm down, still reassure. Come closer, 
calm down, don't get agitated. Put on a life jacket, then two, launch, forward, distribute, calm. Touch, grab, hold, 
hold on to, grab, grasp, in pairs, in group, carry, accompany, install, calm again, repeat. Take a hand, gaze at, we 
are friends. Leave the scene, walk towards the ship, explain, ask for more calm, approach, rush in,access the drop-


off area. Reassure, hold, support, in pairs, in group, accompany, step over, sit, reassure again. Help to get rid of 
clothes soaked in fuel, assess burns, examine looks, drive to the first shower, offer the welcome kit, explain, clean 
clothes, shoes, a water bottle, a survival blanket, a few granola bars, a toothbrush. Identify emergencies, ask for help 
from the teams, drive to the operating room, oxygenate, retain, restore life, observe, treat, calm, listen, talk. 
Restart. Embrace. Cry. Smile. Drive on the main deck, the Square, assemble, gather, assess emergencies, watch, 
reassure, a hand, a gesture. Understand a little, identify languages, communities, we are friends. Explain, describe 
the places, the organization, the possibility of praying, of exchanging, of meeting, of singing, of playing, of also 
experiencing the joy of being here. Tell the horizon, tell the shore already, still reassure. Designate the water points 
on the deck, the toilets, the appointments, the meal here, or in the dining room, twice a day, morning and evening. 
Prevent difficulties, say the teams are available, insist on the rules: we remain calm, here no racism, here no 
violence. Drive in groups to the refuge, women and children first, then men, deploy the hammocks or diapers, invite 
to rest, adjust the light, calm down again. Identify emergencies, welcome in the speaking space, take the time, 
reassure, treat, inform about the future, tell the story of those who have lived the story. Hear the fear. Find sleep. 
Dream. Restart.
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